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HELLO....

...and welcome to our first edition of the Grafton Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Newsletter! iEis has been
my first year of being Chair and | have really enjoyed building on the brilliant work begun by the previous team.

The focus of the PTA is to raise money for the school to be put towards equipment and activities that enhance
the school environment for our children. The PTA and the school work closely together to identify joint aims and
discuss how the money we raise can best be used.

In addition to the popular Winter & Summer Fair, and sponsored run, we introduced a school disco and termly
tuck shops run by each year group. We are developing stronger connections with local businesses and their
generosity and time have contributed to raffle prizes and towards the improvement works in the science garden
which will create a space for our children to grow fruits and vegetables.

We are now officially recognised as a charity by the charity commission and by the HMRC which opens up grant
opportunities and means that we can collect gift aid on all our donations.

But our activities are not only about making money. The act|V|t|es are an opportunity for parents, children and
teachers to spend time together, to have fun and to build t onnections that create our lovely community and

personally, this connection has been something | have reallyve /- in the last year.
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PTA ACHIEVMENTS THIS YEAR
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This year we have raised over £14'000.00 Absolutly We had 3 joint winners this year for Run Grafton

- Run...Well done to Scarlett Class, Silver Class and
brilliant!

Ruby Class.
We have used the money from last year and this Unfortunately time restraints towards the end of
‘ to: term meant that the pizza party for Silver and
ontribute £2000 for the Winter Panto

Contribute £2000 for the Seaside Trip

Contribute £2000 for the Year 6 residential Trip
Contribute £2000 for the Year 4 residential trip
Contribute £17°'000 for the Multi-Use Games Arena

(MUGA) planned for the school playground.

Ruby will be postponed until the autumn term.
And to make sure that Scarlett class don't miss

out, they had a sweet treat delivery today. We

hope they enjoyed it!

In addition we have bought the school library new

graphic novels to develop their graphic novel library.

This year we also trialled the use of Superkind to help collect ;sﬁnsorshi for Run Grafton Run. Despite some
initial hiccups, it has worked really well and we all raised an amazing £2970 in sponsorship. The 10 children
that created their own page within Superkind raised over 40°% of this by creating and sharing their own

personalised page. Well done!
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WE NEED YOU!
The PTA and all our events are managed and run by volunteers who do this alongside their regularjobs.m
We love to keep these events to keep going and continue making Grafton an even better experience for
our children. But we can’t do it without you. We NEED YOUR HELP. Some key PTA members are moving
on and without new volunteers, these events just can't happen. Whether you would like to join the PTA
planning team, help organise or run a stall, make food or help on the day. Every bit of support really

counts.

Please come along to the PTA meetings next term or contact us to see how you can help.

OTHER WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE el e = Gty

employers will match fund or
make a one-off donation to
the charity that the employee

Regular Donations: Regular donations can
Prize Donations - do you work for
volunteers with. As the PTA is

help us plan future events and can be
P a business that can donate

boosted by Gift aid. thing £ S a registered charity, we would

Any amount is appreciated and can be set up something Tor a raftle prize: qualify for this scheme

via Standing order. Please contact us to find fRepYlaiiprizesiinciudeimes| Please ask your HR
vouchers, salon vouchers, or
s [, _\3 . department and get in touch
== experience vouchers. We are also o o
; i g with the if your
Cooking & Baking - committing food looking for a large “hero” prize for o / .
for our events and tuck shops the raffle organisation offers this.

THANK YOU'S AND GOODBYE

| want to say a HUGE THANK YOU to all the volunteers and helpers this year - both parents and teachers. For
the PTA committee who do SO much work behind the scenes, and for the people who organised, who project
managed, who helped set up and clean up, who face painted, who organised raffle prizes, who donated raffle

prizes, who created and built, who ran stalls, who baked, who cooked, who ran, who gardened, and all of you who

gave your valuable time to make these events happen.

| would like to thank the year 5 children who spent many many hours making beautiful bracelets to sell at the

summer fair, all proceeds of which you donated towards your year 6 residential next year.

And Finally - a thank you and good bye to Po, Cat and Yusef who have been a big part of the PTA for years. We

will miss you. Thank you! You were brilliant!



